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Who this book is for

This book is for anyone with a woman in their family tree who has only a first name and a
married name.

Maybe she is your great-grandmother, and every record you find calls her “Mrs. John Miller” or
just “Mary Miller.” Maybe your aunt says her family “came from somewhere in Ohio,” and that
is all anyone knows. Maybe you have her husband’s whole line back four generations, and her
branch stops dead at her wedding day.

You are not doing anything wrong. This is one of the most common walls in family history. For
a long time, many records were written around men. A woman'’s birth surname shows up in a
few places, and you have to know where to look.

You don’t need a big genealogy course right now. You need one plan for one problem: finding
the surname she was born with. That is what this book gives you.

Every chapter is a set of plain steps. You can read the whole book in an evening and start
searching the next morning.
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